ensemble films
     

presents

TOGETHER HIGHER

[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]
A documentary by Paul Zetter

DV Pal  45 minutes - colour

Sign language with English subtitles

Synopsis 

A great film – we left the cinema prepared to climb our own Everest

Linda Mogul/Dancer

The film follows Vietnamese deaf contemporary dance company, Together Higher on a community dance tour in Vietnam.   Formed in 2002 by choreographer Le Vu Long and his wife Luu Thi Thu Lan. the troupe’s first piece premiered at the Hanoi Opera House later the same year to rave reviews -  the Together Higher dance company was born.  

Building on performances in Thailand and the Hue Festival, the British Embassy in Hanoi funded a national community dance project entitled, Dance a way to speak.  The objective was to introduce movement and touch-based non-verbal communication and body language to pupils and teachers of specials schools and university students training to be teachers. With a specially choreographed new piece, Round Heaven Square Earth and an interactive workshop format, the troupe embarked on their national tour to five cities in Vietnam in the Autumn of 2004. 

Together Higher follows dancers, Dao, Oanh, Huy and Thy on the road, performing, interacting with students and talking about their lives.  We see a rich tapestry not just of their dance lives but of their work and families and learn how they balance all these elements in pursuit of their passion,  contemporary dance.  The ‘dance’ of their sign language underpins what they say about how dance transforms them and makes them feel as if they can hear.  They talk with great wisdom about life and learning – you have to start simple and build on that,  you have to watch and learn from each other, you have to use your eyes and focus.  

But Together Higher, is a film of how this extraordinary group of young deaf people  take control of their means of expression and transform not just themselves and each other with it but the people around them too.

Ensemble Films is the filmmaking arm of the David Glass Ensemble.  Works to date include two documentary films (The Right to Play, Together Higher), one feature film (Beg) and a young people’s participatory film (City Story).

Paul Zetter
Ensemble Films







